Join Us in Commemorating

Sol White

A PIONEER OF
NEGRO BASEBALL

The Great Stone Viaduct Historical Education Society and the
Ohio History Connection are commemorating the legacy of
Sol White, a trailblazer in the history of baseball, with a new Ohio
Historical Marker. Sol White was born in Bellaire, Ohio in 1868,
and this marker will be dedicated by his hometown. Following the
dedication a reception will be held at Bellaire High School cafeteria.
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KING SOLOMON WHITE
“SOL”

PRE-NEGRO LEAGUES, 1887-1912
NEGRO LEAGUES, 1920-1926

AN OUTSTANDING PLAYER AND MANAGER WHO STARRED FOR FIVE
SEASONS AS AN INFIELDER IN INTEGRATED MINOR LEAGUES, BEFORE
EXCELLING WITH SEVERAL PROMINENT INDEPENDENT TEAMS. HELPED
CREATE DOMINANT PHILADELPHIA GIANTS IN 1902, PLAYING FOR AND
MANAGING THEM THROUGH 1909, BEFORE WORKING WITH PRE-NEGRO
LEAGUES TEAMS IN BROOKLYN AND NEW YORK, AND NEGRO LEAGUES
TEAMS IN COLUMBUS, CLEVELAND AND NEWARK. AUTHORED “SOL
WHITE’S OFFICIAL BASE BALL GUIDE” OF EARLY BLACK BASEBALL
TEAMS, PLAYERS, AND PLAYING CONDITIONS.
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King Solomon White was known locally as
“Sol” when he joined the Bellaire Globes semi-
professional baseball team in 1884 at 16 years
of age. Sol’s play with the Bellaire Globes and
later the Wheeling baseball team gave him

the opportunity to play on integrated teams
prior to the color bar beginning in 1888. His
fame was earned on numerous black baseball
teams, including the Philadelphia Giants. He is
credited with writing the first definitive history
of the black baseball player in America with his
pamphlet “Sol White’s History of Colored Baseball”

The dedication will include guest appearances by:
Ann Ruege, Chief Development Officer

Ohio History Connection

Karen Lucas, of the Lucas Fund
Ohio History Connection

Leslie Heaphy, Baseball Historian
Kent State University

Representative of
Pittsburgh Pirates Organization

Reunion of BHS First Baseball Team
and Coach James Martinek 1969-1970

Reception to follow dedication in
Bellaire High School cafeteria.

For more information, contact
Dan Frizzi at 740-676-2743
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